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SUBJECT: THE NATIONAL SOLIDARITY AND RESISTANCE COMMITTEE 

1 . A NEW ORGANIZATION, THE NATIONAL SOLIDARITY 

AND RESISTANCE COMMITTEE (NSRC)), HAS APPEARED ON THE POLITICAL 
LANDSCAPE IN DACCA. THE ORGANIZATION, A COALITION OF NINE 
POLITICAL PARTIES, HELD A DELEGATES' CONFERENCE IN DACCA, 
DECEMBER 12, AND ADOPTED A SIX-POINT PROGRAM URGING THE PEOPLE 
TO RALLY AROUND THE COMMITTEE IN ORDER TO BUILD A STRONG 
NATIONAL RESISTANCE AGAINST "THE FORCES INIMICAL TO THE 
INDEPENDENCE AND SOVEREIGNTY OF BANGLADESH" (READ INDIA). 

2. THE NSRC IS A COLLECTION OF LEFTIST PARTIES WITH A COUPLE 
OF MODERATES THROWN IN. THE SPOKESMAN OF THE COMMITTEE 

IS ATAUR RAHMAN KHAN, ONE OF THE ORIGINAL AWAMI LEAGUE FOUNDER , 
FORMER CHIEF MINISTER OF EAST PAKISTAN AND NOW THE LEADER OF 
THE JATIYO LEAGUE, A SPLINTER FROM THE PRESENT 
AWAMI LEAGUE. HE IS JOINED IN THE NSRC BY ANOTHER 
MODERATE AND FORMER AWAMI LEAGUER, MRS. AMENA BEGUM, 

WHO HAS FORMED HER OWN POLITICAL GROUP, THE JATIYO JANATA 
PARTY. THE OTHER LEADERS REPRESENTED IN THE NSRC ARE 
FROM THE SMALL LEFTIST PARTIES (WITH ONE EXCEPTION): 

SHANTI SEN (SAMYABADI DAL); SIRAJUL HOSSAIN KHAN (JATIYO 
GANOMUKTI UNION); CAPTAIN ABDUL HALIM CHOWDHURY AND 
KAZI ZAFAR AHMED (UNITED PEOPLE’S PARTY); GAZI SHAHI- 
DULLAH (NAP/B); A.S.M. SULAIMAN (KRISAK SRAMIK PARTY); 
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(CONVENTION MUSLIM LEAGUE, THE EXCEPTION). 

3. THE LATTER POLITICIAN IS AN ANOMOLY IN AN OTHERWISE 
LEFT-LEANING GROUP. MATIN HAS VIRTUALLY NO FOLLOWING 
AND NO PARTY ORGANIZATION, BUT HIS NAME IN THE LIST MAY 
INDICATE AN ATTEMPT TO GIVE THE NSRC A BROADER BASE. 

WE ARE TOLD THAT GENERAL OSMANI, ANOTHER MODERATE 

BREAK-AWAY FROM THE AWAMI LEAGUE, HAD BEEN APPROACHED TO JOIN THE 

COMMITTEE BUT REFUSED REPORTEDLY BECAUSE THE GROUP WAS 

"TOO PRO-PEKING." 

4. THE SIX-POINT PROGRAM ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE CALLED 
FOR THE FORMATION OF LOCAL NATIONAL RESISTANCE COMMITTEES 
"TO RESIST THE SABOTAGE ACTIVITIES AND BORDER INCURSIONS 

OF THE ANTI-STATE FOREIGN AGENTS." THE CONFERENCE ALSO 
CALLED FOR COMPULSORY MILITARY TRAINING "OF THE PATRIOTIC 
PEOPLE TO CREATE "PEOPLE S SQUADS" TO ASSIST THE REGULAR 
ARMED FORCES TO MEET ANY EMERGENCY. A CALL WAS ALSO 
GIVEN TO "BUILD A MOVEMENT AGAINST COMMUNALISM." 

A CENTRAL COMMITTEE, DIVIDED INTO A EXECUTIVE AND A 
GENERAL COUNCIL. WAS ORGANIZED. 

5. COMMENT: THE SUDDEN APPEARANCE OF THE COMMITTEE AND 
A FRONT-PAGE PICTURE OF ATAUR RAHMAN KHAN'S ADDRESSING 

THE DELEGATES CONFERENCE HAS MADE SOME OBSERVERS SPECULATE 
THAT THE GROUP MUST ENJOY OFFICIAL PATRONAGE, PARTICULARLY 
SINCE THE ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMITTEE SEEM TO RUN COUNTER 
TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE POLITICAL PARTIES REGULATION (PPR). 

THE COMMITTEE HAS CALLED A PUBLIC MEETING AND ISSUED A 
SIX-POINT PROGRAM. FORBIDDEN UNDER THE PPR UNTIL A PARTY 
RECEIVES OFFICIAL SANCTION FROM THE GOVERNMENT. FURTHER- 
MORE, THE COMMITTEE HAS CALLED FOR THE FORMATION OF PARA- 
MILITARY FORCES, SPECIFICALLY FORBIDDEN BY THE PPR. THE 
EXISTENCE AND COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE SEEMS RATHER 
UNUSUAL. MOST OF THE MEMBERS HAVE TRIED TO WORK TOGETHER 
IN THE PAST WITH LITTLE SUCCESS (ALMOST ALL OF THE PARTIES 
WERE ONCE PART OF THE BROADER BASED AWAMI LEAGUE IN THE 
FIFTIES). THE COMMITTEE, WHICH BECAUSE IT IS NOT CALLED 
A "PARTY" MAY CONVENIENTLY BE ABLE TO DODGE THE PPR, SEEMS TO 
APPEAL TO THE ONE CONCERN THAT HAS ALMOST UNIVERSAL SUPPORT 
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IN BANGLADESH: THE FEAR OF INDIA. 
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